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THE FOREST SCHOOL 

 

 

 

DOCUMENT TITLE 

 

MOBILE PHONE AND SMARTWATCH 

RESPONSIBLE USE PROTOCOL 

 

PERSON(S) RESPONSIBLE 

FOR PROTOCOL 

 

Headteacher  

 

 

WHO IS GOVERNED BY THIS PROTOCOL 

 

All Staff and Pupils 

 

 

PRINCIPLES 

 

There are 2 guiding principles: 

 

 The ability of teachers to teach their best and promote the highest standards 

of pupils’ learning is of paramount importance and a focus on pupil learning 

and the maintenance of good order in the classroom should not be disrupted 

 The safety and well-being of pupils and staff is of equal importance and 

should be fostered in all aspects of school life 

 

RATIONALE  

 

We acknowledge that mobile phones and smartwatch technology have many positive 

uses. However, in schools their use has the potential to undermine our ability to 

deliver on both the above principles and therefore we do not allow them to be 

used on the school site between 7.50am and 3.20pm. 

 

 

 

 

The negative uses of mobile phones and smartwatch technology in school include: 

1. The potential to cause a nuisance in classes and disrupt learning 

2. Bullying: 

o offensive texting  

o disruption of learning 

o posting of offensive statements about other pupils or about teachers 

on a number of social networking sites 

o The capacity to take photographic images, which can then be 

transmitted either to others or onto the internet (or both)   

o the ‘setting up’ and then filming of fights 

o attacks on staff 

o staff being deliberately provoked 

o the ‘doctoring’ of images in order to appear to show pupils or staff in 

compromising situations 
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All parents are asked to sign their agreement to the school’s ICT Pupil User policy, of 

which this Protocol forms part, usually when enrolling their child.  

 

However, it should be noted that these procedures apply to all pupils irrespective of 

whether the above Policy agreement has been signed or not.  

 

In addition, the school will not be held responsible for missing or damaged 

mobile phones or smartwatches, and any theft or damage that occurs either 

on the way to and from school, or in school, will not be investigated by the 

school. Mobile phones are brought into school at the owner’s risk. 

 

If parents need to contact their child during the school day (in an 

emergency) this should be done via the school office (telephone 01403 

261086).  
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PROCEDURES  

The school will confiscate any phone or smartwatch seen by a member of staff during 

the day. When this is done, the device will be logged, kept in a secure place, and 

returned to the pupil at the end of the school day. 

 

In certain circumstances (such as the presence on it of indecent images or issues 

involving Child Protection), the device will be handed to the police.  

 

In cases in which there are unacceptable images found on a phone or smartwatch, 

but which are not of a nature to warrant child protection or criminal implications, the 

pupil will be instructed to delete them in the presence of a member of the Senior 

Leadership Team and their parent(s). The school will not itself do this.  

 

The normal rules and protocols apply about the rights of the school to take action 

regarding behaviour which is school-related but which occurs outside school. (See 

our Behaviour for Learning Policy.) 

 

If your c has a public examination, mobile phones or  

smartwatches should not be brought into school on that day. Mobile phones 

or smartwatches are not allowed into the exam rooms.  
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Level 

Area of 

unacceptable 

use 

Consequences 

1 

Confiscation of 

mobile phone or 

smartwatch 

 Mobile phone or smartwatch confiscated. 

Confiscation recorded by the school and secured 

in safe 

 Pupil collects the mobile phone or smartwatch at 

the end of the school day. This protocol document 

sent home to parent / carer 

 Community Leader Detention for refusal to 

comply with Mobile Phone and Smartwatch 

responsible use policy  

 If the pupil argues over the confiscation, SLT are 

informed and an SLT detention is issued for 

defiance 

2 

Confiscation of 

mobile phone or 

smartwatch for 

the second time 

in any half term, 

or for a third 

time in any 

term. 

 Mobile phone or smartwatch confiscated. 

Confiscation recorded by the school and secured 

in safe 

 Pupil collects the mobile phone or smartwatch at 

the end of the school day. This protocol 

document sent home to parent / carer 

 SLT detention for persistent refusal to comply 

with Mobile Phone and Smartwatch responsible 

use policy 

3 (a) 

Refusal to Hand 

over mobile 

phone or 

smartwatch 

 Pupil remains in Internal Exclusion until mobile 

phone or smartwatch is confiscated (*).  Actions 

as at Level 2 

(*) Or alternative sanction if deemed appropriate by the 

Headteacher 

3(b) 

Confiscation of 

mobile phone or 

smartwatch for 

a third time in a 

half term. 

 

 

 Mobile Phone or smartwatch confiscated. 

Confiscation recorded by the school and secured 

in safe. The Mobile Phone and Smartwatch 

responsible use policy provided to parent / carer 

 Parental collection 

 1 day in Internal Exclusion (Tier 1) for persistent 

refusal to comply with Mobile Phone and 

Smartwatch responsible use policy 

4 

Using a mobile 

phone or 

smartwatch to 

record images / 

moving pictures 

/ post images 

on social media 

 1 day in Internal Exclusion (Tier 2) (*) 

 Mobile Phone or smartwatch returned following 

parental meeting and removal of all images / 

moving pictures (**) 

 The Mobile Phone and Smartwatch responsible 

use policy provided to parent / carer 

(**) In certain circumstances (such as the presence on 

it of indecent images or issues involving Child 

Protection), the mobile phone or smartwatch will be 

handed to the police.  

 


